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4. A machine for fabricating a continuous web having
angularly disposed wire strands relative to its longitudinal
center line from narrow strips cut from a continuous
wire-coated narrow width tape having wire strands that
are parallel relative to the longitudinal center line of such
narrow width tape, comprising a support, said support
having a pair of spaced elongated guideways defining
guide means, a wire tape index feeding means mounted
on said support, said tape index means including a car-
riage for movement on said support to feed a narrow
width tape along said guide means in a direction along
the longitudinal center line of the tape a specific distance
at definite intervals of time, cutting means having a cutting
blade disposed diagonally relative to said longitudinal
center line of said tape and diagonally relative to said
longitudinal direction of said feeding means for cutting
said wire-coated tape at a bias angle, means operatively
connected to said cutting means for actuation thereof to
sever a section of tape, a splicing table positioned adja-
cent to said cutting means for receiving coated wire tape
from said feeding means on movement of said tape past
said cutting means, first clamp means mounted adjacent
to said cutting means and cooperative therewith during
actuation of said cutting means to maintain such tape
stationary adjacent to said cutting means, splicing means
mounted on said table for movement in a direction paral-
lel to said center line of said longitudinal web for splic-
ing a severed section of tape to a previously cut strip
of tape which forms said bias wire coated web, said car-
riage being movable toward and away from cutting means,
secord clamp means on said carriage, and said second
clamp means being operative to move said tape toward
said cutting means and operative to move said tape away
from said cutting means for a portion of said carriage’s
movement away from said cutting means to release said
tape from adherence to said first clamp means for condi-
tioning said tape for movement onto said splicing table
after actuation of said cutting means,

5. A machine for fabricating a continuous web as set
forth in claim 1 wherein a tape supply means is located
adjacent to said support for supplying wire tape to said
index feeding means; said wire tape index feeding means
is located between said supply means and said cutting
means; said magnetizing means are operatively connected
to said splicing table for selective magnetization thereof
to position the wire coated tape in a flat condition on
said table, said splicing means including a movable plate
member having a recess along its leading edge portion
adjacent the table for captively engaging said severed
tape section, power operated means connected to said
plate member for moving said plate member in said
direction parallel to said longitudinal center line of said
web for moving said tape section into abutting engage-
ment with said strip of bias-cut wire coated web, and
means for actuating and deactuating said power operated
means.

6. A machine for fabricating a continuous web as set
forth in claim 2 wherein said clamp means comprises a
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pneumatic cylinder operatively connected to a vertically
movable slide member; a fixed blade mounted on said
table having a portion thereof in line with said slide
member to hold said tape stationary; said fixed blade co-
operative with said cutting blade for shearing said wire
coated tape; and said tape index feeding means including
means for pulling said tape in a longitudinal direction
away from said fixed blade to free said tape from said
fixed blade prior to movement of said tape in said longi-
tudinal direction onto said table.

7. A machine for fabricating bias cut tire web com-
prising: support means, supply means mounted adjacent
to one end of said support means for supplying tape hav-
ing strands therein that are parallel to the longitudinal
center line of said tape, cutting means mounted adja-
cent to the other end of said support means having a
cutting blade disposed diagonally relative to said longi-
tudinal center line of said tape, power operated means
operatively connected to said cutting means for actuation
thereof to sever a section of tape, tape index feed means
mounted on said support for movement between said sup-
ply means and said cutting means, a splicing table posi-
tioned adjacent to said cutting means for receiving tape
from said support means, said index feed means having
drive means connected thereto for intermittently feed-
ing predetermined lengths of tape past said cutting means
onto said splicing table, splicing means mounted on said
table for splicing a severed section of tape to a pre-
viously cut strip of tape, magnetizing means operatively
connected to said splicing table for sclective magnetiza-
tion and de-magnetization to thereby flatten and condi-
tion the wire coated tape on said table for splicing op-
eration, and take-up conveyor means mounted adjacent
to said splicing table for advancing said spliced tape sec-
tions.

8. A machine for fabricating a bias cut web as set
forth in claim 7 wherein first clamp means are mounted
adjacent to said cutting means and cooperative therewith
during cutting to maintain said tape stationary adjacent
to said cutting means, said index feed means includes
second clamp means mounted thereon for movement
therewith and for selective actuation to clamp said tape
during movement of said index feed means toward said
cutting means as well as away from said cutting means
wherein clamping of said tape while moving away from
said cutting means releases the adherence of said tape
from said first clamp means.
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